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ABSTRACT 

 Human beings have lived out their lives in the company of other humans. 

Socialization, changes in social and organizational perceptions over time has 

been the mainstay of the evolution of human societies. They have formed into 

various kinds of social groupings, such as nomadic bands, villages, cities, and 

countries, in which they work, trade, play, reproduce, and interact in myriad 

other ways. Language, the medium of communication, has been influencing 

mankind’s cultural, political, economic, and psychological perspectives which 

fact has been widely acknowledged in literatures across the globe. Literature, 

besides reflecting the society-its good values and its ills, also has a corrective 

function. Literature mirrors the ills of the society with a view to making the 

society realize its mistakes and make amends. Every work of literature is the 

product of a given language and the aesthetic and moral value of a work of 

literature certainly depend on the use of language. Literature, drama, history, 

philosophy, and other disciplines including science and technology have 

contributed significantly to our development. Languages across the globe have 

been influencing the corrective function of their literature and have helped in 

changing the way human societies interact within and outside their communities.  

 Language is a very important aspect of everyday communication in 

social life and in professional life as well and if looked upon closely, there is a 

tremendous role played by it in deciding relationships and power equations. 
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Words inform our mind, caress and comfort our feelings, excite and thrill our 

spirit, or warm and kindle the flame of our hearts. They can also slap our face, 

punch us in the stomach, rattle our nerves, kill our desire, or destroy our self-

confidence. Bullies usually resort to verbal abuse merely to escape punishment 

as the verbal abuses leave no physical bruises and broken bones to prove the 

presence of abuse. Intimate conversations are valued as essential 

accompaniments for heightening sexual pleasures, and dramatic or traumatic 

moments. Of course, this is metaphorical, but these metaphors capture in words 

our physical reactions to what is said, and that is the power of language. It can 

emotionally move and affect us as powerfully as physical actions. 

 The skill and adeptness in use of language in everyday life contributes to 

the achievement of one's objectives. People speak, write, interact, communicate, 

research, and understand in language and through language. Language is a 

success key to social, economic, political, and cultural development. Inventions 

will not be utilized widely at the fullest extent; national development ideas 

cannot be immersed into and implemented in communities unless they are well 

communicated to create local understanding through appropriate languages. 

Language evolves within society; perceptive phrases keeping pace with positive 

changes in social consciousness. Language may not only be a tool used to 

achieve or sustain power by few individual, it can also be used effectively as a 

tool of dominance. This is most apparent when a country, after conquering 

another or colonizing it embarks to impose its language on it. People in power 

have their language and those who have been disenfranchised have theirs 

prestige of a language increases as the prestige of its user increases; hence the 

often-observed example of an executive barking orders to his subordinates for 

effect and efficiency.  

 Language is the tool of learning through debate and dialogue. It is a 

meeting point, the common ground from which agreements are generated, and 

conflicts are avoided and resolved. It is through language that society must find 
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the paths to tolerance. Critical thinking gives greater awareness of how language 

influences thought and behavior. Remaining vigilant to the power of language 

will ensure that our actions are informed and our beliefs are genuine. No wonder 

why Indian scriptures hold the faculty of speech in great esteem. People invoke 

the grace of the goddess of speech, Saraswati, in order to be able to speak 

beautifully, sweetly, eloquently, kindly and lovingly. It is believed that she is the 

divine power that flows through syllables. She is also the embodiment of 

goodness. In fact, we always see her in pictures wearing a white garment, the 

garment of light, purity and goodness. She is the embodiment of knowledge and 

the inspirer of wisdom. Words endowed with her blessings create beauty in the 

hearts of speakers as well as listeners. With her grace, speech is uplifting, opens 

the heart and warms the soul, brings people together and draws them closure to 

the self. Language is truly divine and it can bring us closure to God, can give us 

the experience of God’s bounty that allows us to live in this beautiful universe. 

 This paper endeavors to study the some major instances of social, political 

and cultural changes in human societies across the world and the impact of 

language in terms of individual and group behavior. The paper studies the effect 

of  language in three key aspects human society: effect of language on cultural 

aspects (human behavior), effect of language on the processes of social change, 

social trade-offs, forms of political and economic organization, and the effect of 

language in the mechanisms for resolving conflict among groups and 

individuals, and national and international social systems. 

INTRODUCTION 

 Language evolves out of social life and influences it as well. Each person is 

born into a social and cultural setting, which includes social-cultural 

organizations such as family, community, social class, business organizations, 

etc. Human beings love to live in intricately interactive communities to 

accomplish various social goals. These eventually give birth to many social 
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connections. Socialization, changes in social and organizational perceptions over 

time has been the mainstay of the evolution of human societies. These settings 

include home, school, neighborhood, local religious and law enforcement 

agencies. Humans have formed into various kinds of social groupings, such as 

tribes, villages, cities, and countries, nations, in which they work, trade, play, 

reproduce, and interact in myriad other ways. The characteristics of an 

individual’s social setting affect how he or she learns to think and behave, by 

means of instruction, rewards and punishment. There are also the informal 

interactions with friends, other peers, relatives, and the entertainment and news 

media. How individuals respond to all these interactive settings, depends on the 

communication they receive directly through discourses and literatures or 

indirectly through their perceptions. However, at the core of all these is 

language, much like a fabric on which various patterns are drawn. Language 

eventually develops the culture of a social group, which in turn influences each 

individual and group behavioral pattern in a predictable manner.  

 Language, the medium of communication, has been influencing 

mankind’s cultural, political, economic, and psychological perspectives and 

behavior which fact can be widely observed in literatures across the globe. 

Literature, besides reflecting the society-its good values and its ills, also has a 

corrective and uplifting function. Literature mirrors the ills of the society with a 

view to making the society realize its mistakes and make amends. Every work of 

literature breeds in the wok of a language and the aesthetic and moral value of a 

work of literature certainly depends on the use of language by an individual 

member of a community or a social group. Literature, drama, history, 

philosophy, and various other disciplines including science and technology have 

contributed significantly towards development of human societies. Languages 

across the globe have been contributed to the corrective function of their 

literature and have helped in changing the way human societies interact within 

and outside their communities. 
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 Every language imparts unique patterns and meanings to the ways of 

earning a living, systems of trade, governance, social roles, religions, traditions 

in clothing and foods and arts, expectations for behavior, attitudes toward other 

cultures, and beliefs and values. Within a major language, there may be many 

sub-languages, with distinctly different subcultures and associated with region, 

ethnic origin, or social class. If a single language is dominant in a large region, 

the values they promote through literatures and discourses may be considered 

correct and may be adopted by social, political, educational administrative and 

economic organizations let alone families and religious groups. This certainly 

necessitates skill and adeptness in use of language in everyday life and 

accomplishes one's objectives. People speak, write, interact, communicate, 

research, and understand in language and through language. Language is a 

success key to social, economic, political, and cultural development. Inventions 

would have not been and will not be utilized widely at the fullest extent; national 

development ideas could not have been and cannot be immersed into and 

implemented in communities unless they are well articulated through effective 

discourses and literatures with the help of languages. Language evolves within 

society; perceptive phrases borne out of language helps the societies evolve in 

keeping with positive changes in social consciousness. Language has also been 

used as a tool to achieve or sustain power by individuals and groups. Language 

is also used as a tool of dominance as well which fact is most apparent when a 

country, after conquering another or colonizing it embarks to impose its 

language on it and those who get disenfranchised take pride by assimilating the 

language of the ruling community.  

 Language is the tool of learning through teachings, discourses, debates 

and dialogues. It leads people to a meeting point, the common ground from 

which agreements are generated, and conflicts are avoided and resolved. It is 

through language that societies find the paths to tolerance. Language develop 

critical thinking, greater awareness of the influences of thought and behavior. 
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Language leads to enlightenment and realization of soul. Remaining vigilant to 

the power of language will ensure that our actions are informed and our beliefs 

are genuine. No wonder then why Indian scriptures hold the faculty of speech in 

great esteem. People invoke the grace of the goddess of speech, Saraswati, in 

order to be able to speak beautifully, sweetly, eloquently, kindly and lovingly. It 

is believed that she is the divine power that flows through syllables. She is also 

the embodiment of goodness. In fact, we always see her in pictures wearing a 

white garment, the garment of light, purity and goodness. She is the embodiment 

of knowledge and the inspirer of wisdom. Words endowed with her blessings 

create beauty in the hearts of speakers as well as listeners. With her grace speech 

is uplifting, opens the heart and warms the soul, brings people together and 

draws them closure to the self. Language is truly divine and it can bring us 

closure to God, can give us the experience of God’s bounty that allows us to live 

in this beautiful universe. 

• Influence of Language on human behavior 

 Language is used to achieve a variety of purposes in a range of social 

contexts. To do this, we may focus on the contexts, and then look for the 

purposes, or vice versa. One very obvious purpose of language use is to 

persuade, and this can be found in a variety of contexts, among them advertising, 

the law, politics and academic debate. Less obvious contexts might 

be journalism, polemics and philosophy. Students at school are frequently 

exposed to persuasive public speaking (e.g. in assemblies or personal and social 

education). Salesmen need linguistic competence in presenting, motivating and 

closing sales. Business organizations use linguistic competence and tools to have 

have effectively performing worker groups and in advancing their public 

relations. Another very special use of persuasive language is in the context of 

religious gatherings. In The Language Web, Professor Jean Aitchison claims that 

language is good at allowing us to guess or predict how others feel and at 

deceiving or persuading (she cites evidence from anthropology about how 
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primates use rudimentary language to do both of these - including "lying"). 

Language provokes wars and brings peace between warring groups. Language 

assists in knowledge transfer from those who have to those who haven’t. 

• Influence of Language on self-identification 

 Language is an important means of self-identification: our sense of identity 

is bound up with the language we speak. As we have noted, it is one of the 

principal markers of ethnic identity and it serves as an important means of 

creating a sense of ethnic community. In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 

centuries, as the old multi-nation states of central Europe developed 

industrialized societies and as schooling made more and more people literate, the 

speakers of what had hitherto been regarded as local languages acquired 

economic and political power and began to use their languages as focal points 

for their own national identity. Such languages as Hungarian, Finnish, Latvian, 

Lithuanian, and Polish emerged in parallel with the national consciousness of 

these regions. The German Romantic writer Johann Gottfried Herder was not 

alone in asserting that language unity and nationhood were closely related, and 

the period saw the emergence of a one-nation/one language principle in which 

language was regarded as the prime indicator of group identity. The colonial 

powers of the nineteenth century arguing for the importance of a single language 

of government could hold on to power by imposing its language on others. 

• Influences of Language on Individual and Group Identity 

 Language expresses solidarity or group identity. Language can separate 

insiders from outsiders. Language helps us to find who is a friend and who is a 

foe. Members of small groups such as families, couples, friends, roommates and 

work groups all give their language a spin suited to the group’s interests and 

experience. It is language that distinguishes a Mumbaiker from a Delhite. 

Members of a profession develop a jargon that permits them to impress, mystify 

or stonewall outsiders. In simple two-person conversation, language may reflect 
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power differentials: one person may take charge while the other plays a 

subordinate role. If observed carefully one will not take long to notice language 

differences between families belonging to one linguistic community. We have 

dialects within the same linguistic region.  

• Influence of Language on Social Life 

 Advertising is as old as commercial popular culture and uses language to 

persuade consumers. Despite the fact that advertising is becoming less and less 

in their verbal content yet role of language cannot in them cannot be eliminated. 

Advertising is a deeply pervasive part of all lives lived in consumerist 

economies. The average individual in Western society is bombarded with several 

hundred adverts per day -- billboards, TV commercials, film trailers and product 

placement in films, Internet ads, radio blurbs, newspaper and magazine ads, and 

more. Advertising both is a kind or popular culture, and it is a major way that we 

learn about and learn how to interpret other kinds of popular culture. Film 

trailers, for instance, not only seek to sell their cinematic product, but they also 

hope to shape the way we think about the movie. Advertising is a major mode of 

socialization, telling us how to think and feel (what's hip, what's sexy, what's 

normal), and what problems we need to worry about (lack of the latest e-gadget, 

insufficiently white teeth, mammary magnitude, etc.). Rhetorical devices are 

frequently used consciously in advertising and in public speeches to create an 

effect. Rhetoric may be used to present a case in the most effective way, 

showing verbal dexterity. Rhetoric, with its intention to persuade, may help a 

speaker "stretch" the truth and effectively present a worthless or immoral cause. 

• Influence of Language on Culture  

 Language is fundamental to being human and societal interactions and in 

defining a distinct culture. Language influences the way we interact with each 

other, our thought process and pattern and hence our culture. Linguists and 

anthropologists have viewed language as the principal contributor towards 
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shaping of our perception of reality. Many psychologists also corroborate that 

language dictates the way we think. Important studies and theories have been 

made on this theme by  Bruner (child psychologist), Sapir and Whorf (linguists), 

Watson (behaviorist psychologist), Bernstein (sociologist), Wittgenstein 

(philosopher), Vygostsky (developmental psychologist). Wittgenstein said "the 

limits of language mean the limits of my world". He meant that the only way we 

can understand our world is through language. Sapir claimed that we experience 

things because the language we use guides our very thoughts. An extension of 

this is that different languages guide their speakers in different ways - different 

language speakers not only speak differently, they think differently. Whorf  

asserts "... we cut nature up, organize it into concepts and describe significances 

as we do, largely because we are party to an agreement which holds in the 

pattern of our language." Edward Sapir and Benjamin Whorf   have concluded 

that language predetermines what we see in the world around us and that 

language acts like a lens on a camera in filtering reality because we see the real 

world only through our experiences provided by language.  

• Influence of Language in the exercise of power 

 Individuals interact with other individuals and create systems for 

communicating. They engage in specific speech acts and particular kinds of 

verbal exchanges. Language allows them to express their own personality and 

absorb information about the personalities and needs of others. Speakers do not 

rely solely on the rules of language as a formal system, but draw equally on their 

knowledge of the social context, of the individual whom they are addressing, 

and of the topic. Even if we accept that human beings are, in some sense, 

“wired” for language, as linguists like Chomsky and Steven Pinker have argued, 

they just as clearly possess an uncanny ability to perceive and react to 

environmental cues in their actual use of language. Were it not for these social 

and ecological dimensions, language could hardly play a useful role in 

communication. Thus several branches of language science have developed 
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which look at language as social interaction and as a device for the exercise of 

power. As a fundamental aspect of human behavior, language has an impact on 

virtually every kind of human interaction, including political and economic 

interaction. 

• Influence of language in inclusion and exclusion 

 The linguistic behavior of people in small groups is mirrored in the larger 

interaction of language communities. Language is used as a device to include 

(when the speaker of a minority language learns the government’s official 

language in school, this is part of a process to incorporate that individual into the 

imagined community of the nation) or to exclude (when language minorities are 

obliged to communicate in a language that is not their native language, they are 

put at a disadvantage or shut out altogether).  Examining this process of 

inclusion and exclusion (and the two sometimes happen simultaneously) is one 

way of observing the exercise of political or economic power in a community. 

How often, for example, do we examine an election in a bilingual or multilingual 

country by asking who uses what languages or language varieties with which 

voters? And how often do we examine the economy of language diversity by 

attempting to model the costs and benefits of knowing more than one language 

or combinations of languages in a given country? Economists increasingly 

recognize that knowledge of languages may be an important consideration in the 

labor market and in workforce mobility.   

• Influence of language on politics  

 Study of language leads us to examine politics and economics through a 

different lens. It has led people to look at history differently. By the end of 16th 

century, Queen Elizabeth’s health was falling. Members of the parliament and 

the aristocracy were beginning to question her ability to lead the nation. It was a 

time of political inquiry and those contributing to the literary community took 

note. Written materials of all hues and colors marked the time which depicted 
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the ruling class unflatteringly. William Shakespeare did not enjoy the kind of 

guaranteed freedoms that people have today; thus it was necessary for him to 

couch any political sentiments within the text of his prose and he was 

particularly effective in burying illegal political sentiments in his History Plays. 

We also know how the relationship among the invention of printing, the growth 

of literacy and the emergence of national languages in the fifteenth and sixteenth 

centuries relate to the emergence of Protestantism in this period. Writing is 

intimately associated with modern politics. Spin and rhetoric are the outputs of 

writing when filtered by the dark art of politics. Books on politics are common, a 

few even moving beyond their niche market have found wider readership across 

the globe. They are The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich 

Engels, The Road to Serfdom by Friedrich von Hayek and the granddaddy of all 

political writing The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli. Political writing resorts to 

metaphors and symbolisms, sometimes overt, sometimes not that influences 

people’s perception of the political situations prevailing at a point in time. 

Orwell would be the obvious example, from the not-so-subtle critique of the 

Russian Revolution in Animal Farm to the anti-authoritarian Nineteen Eighty-

Four, a book whose message has been appropriated by all sides of the political 

spectrum. We all of us have political leanings, and in writing we can give them 

an eloquence they might not have in the spur of the moment conversation. 

• Influence of Language on democratic systems  

 Literacy plays a significant role in democratic systems, at least as conceived 

in the west, and is essential for the operations of a modern nation-state. It is hard 

to imagine a nation-state coming into being at all without a written constitutions 

and justice dispensing system. Written language also facilitates transfer of power 

over time by keeping traditions and precedents intact, and it facilitates 

institution-building, including the creation of a legal system. Written language 

makes the creation and maintenance of a collective history and belief-system 

easier (it is also the most important source of evidence for the historian), and 
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allows the accumulation of a literature and the development of a canon. 

Literature plays a significant role in linguistic development and in the 

development of a sense of group identity in business organizations.  Language of 

a state or of an economy is a requirement of economic prosperity in many cases. 

Sometimes it makes for a class marker (because an indication of education) and 

lead to social stratification, especially in societies where not everyone is literate, 

e.g. in societies in which skill-sets are easily transferred without recourse to 

written texts, particularly where such skill-sets are family-based. Language 

influences group dynamics, leadership and team work besides taking 

interpersonal communication to refinement and meaningful use. 

• Influence of Language on wars 

 War-making of whatever intensity requires public commitment. That 

commitment comes when leadership develops a strong motivational rhetoric. 

War requires supreme sacrifice. In war, people willingly forfeit life itself for 

purposes defined by the community. Rhetoric sufficient to fight wars must 

provide motivation for troops who enter battle with their lives as the price. The 

motivations which drive armies stretch from a greater cause such as freedom and 

liberty all the way through a commitment to the "profession" of arms. All wars 

require rhetoric to motivate their soldiery. Rhetoric must motivate the national 

commitment that distorts the society to the war's purpose. Particularly in total 

war, the community alters its day to day activities in fundamental ways. The 

rhetoric must justify such a commitment to the war effort for the whole 

community. War is a national act and requires a national motivation and 

coordination of the war effort. Language must structure the community to 

perform the day to day activities necessary to the war's success. For example, 

leadership in time of war loses much of its democratic quality. Military chain of 

commands much more typically characterize the community with concentrations 

of power in particular people. That requires an altered language which 

diminishes criticism, open debate, and emphasizes the necessity of 
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unquestioningly following leadership. We also need to develop a way of talking 

about the importance of sacrifice that allows us to bury the dead as heroes, thus 

motivating the sacrifice of these and others. In short, we can fight wars 

successfully or unsuccessfully depending on the motivational power which the 

discourse of leaders and the community provides to motivate the fight. 

CONCLUSION 

 The history of civilization is the history of information and sharing of the 

same both horizontally and vertically across generations. Language and written 

documents facilitate the transfer of information and knowledge through time and 

space. Language pervades all areas of human life and social organizations- from 

family to state and beyond. Influence of language on the way we think, perceive 

and interact globally has been greatly influenced with the advent of technology. 

It has contributed to the development managerial skill and competence. We can 

see the impact of language on the political thinking and environment and 

conflict resolution among individuals and states as well. The way people create 

wealth has seen emergence of critical language structures influencing it. History 

has never witnessed so much spiritual discourses as in the present time helping 

people to see beyond the mundane world. 
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