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ABSTRACT 

Primary and secondary data have used to study the Globalization and new emerging trends in 

middle class Indian families. In the era of Globalization female members of middle class families are 

going out for work at large number as compared to last few decades, obviously traditional pattern of the 

family cannot remains unaltered. Globalization has affected every part of the social system, including 

traditional values, shopping patterns, entertainment media, eating habits and educational level etc. The 

survey was conducted among the households of Kanpur city of Uttar Pradesh to observe the impact of 

globalization and new emerging trends among the middle class urban families. Many interesting answers 

were revealed during the survey.  

KEY WORDS:  Globalization, Trends, Family, Traditional, Change 

INTRODUCTION 

The population of Kanpur city is calculated as on 2010 is about 5 million (Census of India, 2011). 

Cawnpore (Kanpur) is well known as Manchester of east since the British rule over India, and was a 

main hub of industries. Many well known industries had worked in the heart of Kanpur city successfully 

in the field of jute, textile and leather with the world famous brands name like, Duncan, Lalimlee 

(Cawnpore Woolen Mills, well known for the military and general purpose blanket manufacturer), JK 

jutes, and Woodland leather. The migration of working class has attracted the attention of masses during 

the entire British period, after independence, Kanpur became one of the populated and polluted cities of 

north India. Presently most of the industries have been locked out, while their large buildings and sheds 

can be seen in all parts of the city, similar to any ruined fort of Indian historical place. The working class 

has left alone to struggle and fight with the poverty and livelihood in the urban areas in search of 

livelihood and survival. Meanwhile, frequents slumps in the world economy, the policy makers were in 

the search of new markets for selling their product and survival. Government of India has decided to 

follow the path of open market, liberalization and in the language of gentle men it was named as 

‘globalization’ on the theme of world. One of the defining moments of the crisis of 1991 was the 

decision to mortgage gold abroad as security for the loan. The loan had become necessary because India 

had reserved fund for only three weeks of imports. The decision to move gold out of India was described 

as a national humiliation in the political and social groups. The Congress party attacked the dispatch of 

gold in its political campaigns against Chandra Shekhar, though Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi saw 

nothing wrong in using the country's gold to help its industries [Jammie, Marina,2007].Although nation 
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leaders saved Indian economy for becoming bankrupt for the time being but unable to protect the typical 

Indian culture and traditional values in front of the westernization for reshape and allowed multinational 

industrial groups to play in huge and expandable Indian market. At present Globalization is influencing 

every sphere of social life all over the world [Kar, 2005]  

 The rate of crime has increased drastically specifically against the women during last decade. 35 

cities having population over 1 million have been identified as mega cities as per population census 

2001. Delhi has accounted for 29.5% of rape cases, 31.8% of kidnapping & abduction cases, 15.6% of 

dowry deaths, and 14.2% of cruelty by husband and relatives and 21.5% of molestation cases among 35 

cities [Source, NRCB]. Similar observations were found in Kanpur urban based families and the answer 

given by the respondents and local news sources/papers. Females of Kanpur city not wearing costly 

jewelries, while going out of house due to fear of chain snatching incidents.  

 Globalization has led to increased environmental threats, increased immigration. Integration of 

market has resulted in a new products and life style putting prominence and open sex. [Dutta, 2005], 

similarly families can-not remains un-affected by its affects. Scholars increasingly recognize that the 

effects of globalisation are uneven and are mediated by class and gender. Certainly in upper middle 

circles, new thinking about marriage, family, and gender arrangements appears to be affecting both men 

and women.  [Derme, S, 2002, p. 28. 205] 

 Our survey was based on the interview schedule which was conducted with about 300 Kanpur 

urban based families/households to determine as how they are been affected by globalization. We have 

found that the respondents are being affected by globalisation and their traditional family pattern is 

changing at higher speed as compared to pre 1990s period. 

THE FAMILY SYSTEM IN INDIA AND WOMEN 

Joint family system is considered as one of the three fundamental institution of Indian society 

amongst the village and caste [Shah, 1998]. While Indian families are classified as: (i) the elementary (ii) 

extended family. The elementary family system has further sub-categorization based on the several 

factor. There are a very less example of the other family kinds like, single parent family, gay or lesbian 

as found in developed countries as researchers are trying to investigate them in other countries [ Jay D. 

Teachman et al, 2000]. 

An elementary family is mainly defined as a household composed of parents and children plus 

one or more person [Murdock, 1949, Cohn, 1961]. Indian society has witnessed women as less physical 

powerful as compared with men as described in the Hindu mythological books, due to that she has not 

given fundamental right of property for centuries. The right of landownership or property goes to the 

elder male members of the family, while female member either married or un-married treated as ‘Praya 

dhan’ (the property itself of others). Such sayings are very popular amongst the Indian traditional society 

and female considered as the dhan (wealth) not a human being, as described in most of the Indian 

literature writers and their books (references are not required to prove it) . The meaning could be 
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extracted that the human being who is not considered as human where the question of her right comes? 

The right of anything can be given to any human being or living being only either on demand or by will 

through the male dominant society. Evidences from the mythological stories of India shows that the male 

members of the family were sent to the Gurukula (ancient education system in India), but no evidence of 

such education for the female members has written in any of book. A Hindu joint family consists of all 

male members lineally descended from a common ancestor and includes their wives and daughters 

[Kane, 1946: p. 360]. Even after abolition of feudal system and arrival of capitalistic system, Indian 

social system carried forward the traditional system for the women in families the same can be seen in 

entire rural areas as well as urban area. The improvement in status of women in India is negatively 

correlated. [Dube, 1974, Kapadia, 1959, Goode, 1963] The urban situation needs to be understood in the 

light of migration and development process, because the process of migration from village to town is 

well known. The institution of joint family in urban society is now becoming weak. [Shah, 1998, p.74-

75] The same can be evident from the literacy rate of female gender in India throughout the whole 20th 

century, it rose very slowly. Female literacy rate (53.7 percent) still lies far behind the male (75.3 

percent) literacy rate in India [Source: Census of India]. It shows the huge difference of about 20 percent 

in the literacy rate of male and female. In some states and districts it rate is surprising lower than 50 

percent like Bihar where only 47 percent females are illiterate, and Shrawasti district of Uttar Pradesh 

where 13 percent females are illiterate [Source: Census of India]. However the literacy rate has increased 

in the census of 2011 but female gender still maintains the gap of about 20 percent male 82 female 

65.The overall literacy rate has increased from 64.83 per cent in 2001 to 74.04 per cent in 2011 [ Source 

:census of India, 2011]. The data of female education level is still shocking in 243 districts of India out of 

total 593 where their literacy rate lies between 25 to 50 percent. There are 18 districts in India with the 

literacy rate below 25 percent. 54 percent rural and 28 percent urban females are illiterate in the era of 

information technology and fastest growing country. One thing is very clear from the data that at least 

half of the Indian females are illiterate and that own half of the Indian families consequently more than 

50 percent households having illiterate wife and forms the similar family. A human being that even does 

not know how to read or right how could ask or struggle for their fundamental right, it is indeed a 

debatable point. As a result that group of society remains as per the traditional boundaries similar to 

slavery lay down by their masters, and spent her life in the servitude of the husband and children for 

whole life. But at the other side of the picture is not that bad women are getting empowered in urban 

areas and competing hard with the male competitors. Now urban man is doing housework like cooking, 

cloth washing, ironing, house cleaning and child care etc on the pattern of western countries because of 

working women. [Chandran, 1996] The globalization has played and significant role in it through spread 

of information around the world.  

WOMEN AS A CHEAPER LABOUR SOURCE IN MARKET  

 India being an agrarian society depends upon the agriculture and rural frame work. A woman 

plays a vital role in the rural economic activities in earning livelihood for their families. But due to 

complexities of the role of women in different types of works, it is very difficult to examine the 



4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Chandra Shekhar Goswami & Tej Bahadur Singh 

contribution of women to the family earning through available employment statistics [Chattopadhyay, 

1982]. Women continued to be treated as a source of cheap and secondary labor that can be hired 

according to the requirements of the employer .That exploitation and cheaper labour rate of rural women 

has attracted the urban industrial area specifically packaging, weaving, garments and other works where 

a less expertise is needed and any one can work even fully unskilled labour. It is one of the reasons of 

migration from rural to urban area. Such migration trend of female workers has seen in a few parts of the 

industrial cities of India and to a very little in number specifically in the lower castes of the society, new 

industrial areas like Hardwar and Udhamsinghnagar in Uttrakhand. There lots of female members of 

family are going to work in the packaging related industries can be seen. Females of rural higher castes 

are still hesitating to allow their female members to go out for work due to social implications and their 

traditional thinking. This is the reason that the work that was being done by the female members of the 

lower castes in the rural area nowadays been carried out by the migrant labour from the poorer states like 

Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa and Chhattisgarh. The conventional and social attitudes about women in India 

after globalization also have changed in Indian labor markets. The economic condition of women is quite 

obvious from the fact that 94 percent of females are working in unorganized sector leaving only 6 per 

cent in the organized sector [Source: ICSSR]. As far as urban area in concerned these migrant rural 

females’ tries to settle down in these working area specifically if they are not married. Once they get 

successes in doing so than her connection with the parental rural area gets disconnected partially or 

completely. There are maid servants in many posh colonies and higher educational organizations in 

Kanpur city where it was observed that the maximum number belongs to the lower castes of the rural 

area, but in the cities no one bothers about their caste. It shows that the caste factor matters in the rural 

area and in less educated societies. Resident of urban areas is not giving significant importance due to 

lack of time and busy schedule to earn their livelihood. 

A NEW WORK FORCE AND FLEXIBLE MARKET FOR MULTINATIO NAL 

COMPANIES IN INDIA 

Increased role of private sector and increase in the number of multinationals has facilitated a slow 

but definite rise in number of women managers and entrepreneurs in the corporate sector. The emergence 

of service sector like tourism, hospitality, media, entertainment and BPOs is witnessing an increased role 

for urban female employees. An educated middle class family allows its female member to work outside 

the boundaries of the household even up to the other cities. A few years back it was usual for south 

Indian families only, but due to globalization the trend is clearly visible amongst the north Indian 

families as far as our survey revealed. Females of middle class families these days working with the 

multinational companies specifically in the computer related industries however, this percentage is very 

low and non significant. But if we see it at the comparison of total employment provided by these 

computer related organizations and other multinational companies it seems significant in number. It is 

found during our survey that trend of parents has increased to provide technical and employment related 

education to their female children in recent past. Many un-married females of Kanpur city are working in 
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other mega cities of India, such freedom was available for the upper class society before the 

implementation of liberalization of market policies in India.  

IMPACT OF NEW COMMERCIAL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES ON FAMILIES IN 

NORTH INDIA 

There were about 10 engineering colleges in Uttar Pradesh a few years back and they were too 

under the government control i.e. no privatization of technical and commercial education were 

experienced by the north Indian state governments. North Indian youths were seeking admissions in 

south Indian institutions for their commercial education on the basis of donation. A student belonging to 

middle class was not able to get desirable commercial education due to lack of money, but now it become 

rather easy for them to get admission in the opted field. Seeing it as an emerging field of economic 

market of profit governments has allowed private sector and big business groups in the engineering and 

technology field on the theme of south India considering the beneath profit in it. Since then a flood kind 

of situation has arises in the north Indian states including Uttar Pradesh state. Prior to privatization youth 

of this area were dependent on the south Indian institutions for the higher and commercial education, 

where admission was based on high donation rather than the competition and talent of student, but now 

they have too much choice even within their own city and towns and that is too without any donation. 

Local news papers, road sides and local television channels are full of advertisement related to these 

institutions even some institutes are offering admission free of cost just to survive in the market. Now 

ordinary middle class youth of Kanpur can be seen talking about its future as engineer, fashion designer, 

arts and social science, law, commerce, medical science, journalism, manager or any similar professional 

degree course, even if their financial condition does not permit them for it. Now number of government 

and private bankers are offering low interest loan to youths for the higher education. Number of 

Engineering Colleges in Kanpur itself reached above 11 excluding the existing government owned ones. 

Along with that over 70 institutes are engaged in the field of engineering fashion designer, arts and social 

science, law, commerce, medical science, journalism, management or any similar professional degree 

courses [Source: GBTU]. The similar scene was just as a dream for the youth of middle class family 

during or before 1990s. The propaganda speeded by the owners of these institutes has filled the minds of 

youths towards the different thinking than the traditional Indian belief. Present youth himself taking 

decision about their future, taking into consideration the information they received through the mass 

media and fully patched news paper and hoarding at the roadsides of whole city and highways about the 

commercial courses available and expected future and guarantees of the job. Awareness among the 

ordinary society has boosted the number of passing out students every year. Youth those seeking 

admission in any of the well known and established institutes for a better paid job has to work hard and 

hence dependency on the coaching institutes has also gone up. It all happened due to the liberalization of 

the economic policies of government in relation of open market strategy to stay in the global market for 

competency. These institutes are giving attractive schemes for the students like scholarship and free 

computer or laptop. This education expansion has changed the thinking of people at large and now they 
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are moving themselves in other direction than they followed traditionally.  

Our survey team has visited a private engineering college for women in the outskirt of Kanpur 

city on the national highway. There survey team found that the females are getting technical education in 

the fields of mechanical, electrical and civil engineering, however these branches were considered for the 

males only. Surprisingly we found 75 faculty and supporting staff members are females. Such a condition 

may be un-believable for the female of pre Globalization society. Such institutions are giving motivation 

to females to select their occupation, which was a dream for the female 20 years back. It happened due to 

the expansion of the market or Globalization only. 

There were a few public schools in the cities a few decades back but now convent and public 

schools can be seen in every street of any part of city. Even low income group families are eager to send 

their kids to these schools irrespective of gender. Students were getting government school with a 

marginal fee of rupee 0.85 (0.018 USD) per month up to class 8th (junior high school) while parents now 

spending about nearly rupees 4,000 (110 USD) per month in the public schools (fees comparison of 

average private English medium school with the government one). Interestingly there is no fee in the 

government schools up to class 12. There is a trend of sending the children in such public school for the 

sake of society and to show the status to the relatives and friend circle. If children are not studying in 

costly school it is understood that the status is not good. This trend has rapidly gained the popularity and 

business in the rural area also. English medium public school is available in all part of the city even in 

the small mohallas (small localities in town). They charge quite high fees as compared to government 

schools and in return allot a lot of home work and dependence of the extra tuitions to cope up with the 

competition. Subsequently more income is required to fulfill these extra expenses and hence parents have 

to work extra hours to earn the extra money. Actually the extra time they spend on earning would have 

utilized for teaching to the children. But they can not to it because of the status in society. 

IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON FAMILIES  

‘In any case, the entire issue of changes in joint family requires empirical investigation and 

rigorous analysis’ [shah, 1998, p.106]. ‘In India little empirical work has been done to test the hypothesis 

of joint family’. [Chakraborthy, 2002] Similarly Desai I.P. also worked in Sourashtra, Gujarat on the 

issue in 1964. In the light of scholars of the past we have decided to work on such a critical and 

important issue. Globalization is an economic term, considering present human relation as economic 

relation one may conclude that it will affect the social institutions like family in India. It has wide 

ranging impact on everything else connected with our lives. It impacts on entire culture or the entire 

value system. The present mode of commodity production is creating human beings who are capable of 

consuming these products. The emphasis is no longer on creating the products that are required by the 

human beings rather creating human beings that are required for the products, because the ultimate aim 

of the production is profit not the requirement. This entire trend of culture, consumerism, degeneration 

etc creates its own atmosphere which affects every aspect of our life and society. Globalization of Indian 
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society, taken on the whole, we see the direct impact that is taking place on the economy which is 

leading, on one hand, to the ruination of millions of people and, on the other hand, to severely 

mortgaging country [Yechury,2005]. 

The Indian society cannot remain un-affected by the happenings of surrounding specifically in the 

era of finance capital. The basic needs of family has gone up during recent past due to large scale 

commodity production and subsequent consumerism i.e. demand has increased due to which rates of 

commodities has increased. Unmarried male female members too working in the malls, service centers, 

and call centers and as sales girls/boys to sell the commodities of various multinational companies like 

life insurance, loan schemes. The same was not common in Indian society before 1990s, but now male 

and female from the small towns are ready to go out for working for the sake of better and bright future. 

That has influence the decision making of females in the family. However it caused many social 

problems as well like their maximized use as commodity in the market. The rate of dowry has gone up 

accordingly in all parts of Indian society. As dowry is also considered as the matter of status in the Indian 

society, if a family is not taking dowry their social status thought off less in their particular community. 

It is found in Kanpur city that the parents are facing many problems for the marriage of their working 

daughters due to high demand of dowry. A middle class Indian family cannot afford one million amounts 

for dowry in addition to the normal marriage expenditure like, jewelry, cloths, food, and reception etc. 

The total amount required for the managing marriage of female member of family in a middle class 

Indian family estimated about 1.5 million. Now have a look at the mere example of a second class 

government employee, he or she not gets an total amount of rupees 1.5 million in whole of service period 

as amount of funds and other regular saving. It was also found during the survey that a few family 

members with the female members only and they are working outside the Kanpur city are not able to 

manage the marriage of their daughters up to the age of above 30. While, average age of female marriage 

is considered to be below 25 years in traditional Indian family. Consequently parents are looking outside 

their caste for the marriage and ready to break the traditional barrier of inter caste marriage. It solves 

their problem two way (i) relaxation in dowry (ii) better broom for the daughter. The inter caste marriage 

offer are happily being accepted by the middle class families in urban area due to number of reason but 

globalization is the prime cause. However rural area yet to give it clearance for the inter caste marriage 

as they are still at considerable distance from the modernization and westernization. Most of the Indian 

news papers giving a fully fledged separate edition for matrimonial advertisements for different caste and 

categories. The advertisement are helping parents for managing marriage for their daughters and sons, 

while the same work was been done in India through arranged marriage with the help and support of the 

near relative mostly by-laws like brothers of mother. With the advancement of technology, people have 

an opportunity to find their partners online, and this has also paved way for websites like Second Shadi 

(marriage) and Divorce Matrimony web sites. This presents a never-before-seen opportunity to Indians 

who are looking to get remarried to individuals who have been through and understand similar 

experiences. Though arrange marriage had an advantage that the small family conflicts were solved 

within the family with the help of the person, who was mediator during the marriage, hence marriage life 
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was lasting long with single marriage. Consequently, the legal cases of family conflicts were rarely 

reported, later with the advancement of the information legal help seeking cases increased. Previously the 

causes of divorce cases were, lack of understanding and trust, passion on money, lack of ethics and 

morals, extramarital relationship, dowry problems, growth of individualism, harassment by the family 

members of broom or not having children, but in globalize society another reason has added in to it 

“women ‘empowerment’. An increasing divorce rate in India may symbolize the breakdown of the 

framework of family and traditional values, but conversely, it also signifies that India is becoming 

progressive in its thinking especially with regard to women who are no longer afraid to walk out of their 

marriages where they are not treated with respect and as equals. Even though India still boasts of that 

nearly hundred percent of the marriages are a success, rapid urbanization and awareness of various rights 

are now affecting divorce rate. Empowerment of women has initiated the dissolution of marriage in 

urban areas as financially educated women are now open to the option of ending the relationship rather 

than to go to bear lifelong abuses silently in traditional way. Due to competition and better future 

members of families are forced to migrate in other cities and hence size of family is reducing at the same 

time distance in relation also goes down. Some of the major causes of such migratory trends are 

increasing globalization, economic interdependence, rapid population growth, ecological deterioration, 

civil war, ethnic and religious conflicts and increased poverty [A UN report, 2008]. Globalization 

accelerates the free flow of labour across continents. Further it decreases the bargaining power of labour, 

making it increasingly powerless.  Globalization and open economies have created opportunities for 

migration and this has influenced the family to change its structure. The Pattern of family system 

changes when family members migrate to other localities. It is happening is shaped by the cultural beliefs 

and practices they bring with them but mainly by economic, legal, social, and cultural forces in their new 

environment. It was found in the survey that globalization has affected the family and their family 

members. 

Response Frequency Percentage 

Affecting family 205 79 

Not Affecting family 55 21 

TOTAL 260 100 

Table 1: Affects of Globalization on the family of respondent 

Our survey reveals that among all 79 percent respondents said yes they are agree that 

globalization is affecting them and their family and 21 percent don’t think that they are being affected. 

IMPACT OF CONSUMERISM AND MEDIA ON INDIAN FAMILIES 

Delhi Doordarshan (Official broadcasting television service of India) was the only television 

channel for the entire Indian people as a source of information and entertainment 7 private operators are 
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offering direct to home (DTH) services with more than 500 channels. The percentage of urban population 

with access to television increased 74 percent in 1995, just after the 4 years of liberalization and 

deregulation of media and market. [Verma, 1998,].The dishes can be seen at almost every place like cars 

to slum roofs even in the rural area. Every television channel wants to keep its profit at the top through 

number of ethical or unethical methods like reality shows, dance competitions for all age group people, 

money earning quizzes etc. The organizers exploit the parents and viewers through the emotions. It also 

exposes children to new value systems, makes them grow up faster and gives them a thirst for consumer 

goods. Mind set of housewives has also converted accordingly because they do not have any source of 

information other then the television and their endless popular family serial (episodes) based on family 

conflicts and conspiracies against one other, which is just selling their TRP destroying the values and 

awareness. Soon or later it is reflecting in terms of family conflicts, competiveness consumerism and 

living standard of society.  

AFFECTS OF GLOBALIZATION ON SHOPPING, EATING AND CL OTHING 

HABITS OF MIDDLE CLASS INDIAN FAMILIES 

The television advertisement and their reach have affected maximum number of households in 

local urban area, subsequently the food habits also gets affected with the other habits. The eating habits 

and patterns of the Indian families have also changed rapidly recently in the urban area. Response of the 

respondents revealed that maximum numbers 71 % like the fast food and cold drinks rather than the 

typical Indian food due to many reasons most important is the lack of time cooking traditional food and 

less time for the family members to have a joint food. Similarly, dress selection in middle class Indian 

families has also changed drastically during last decade. Majority of middle class young students of 

urban areas, including male and female prefer to wear the western dresses like jeans and t-shirts of the 

branded or local companies as per their purchasing capacities. The shopping malls are attracting the 

middle class families as the major customers in the city here people are going in the search of branded 

and cheaper consumer products along with some fun and entertainment. The cleanliness and comfort 

inside the shopping malls attract people to get some rid from the open dusty and polluted atmosphere. 

The single family members, college students and working professional specifically youths can be seen 

there in search of above mentioned things, irrespective of the need of purchase. Multinational companies 

with the collaboration with some of India market players has wisely utilized the basic need of the middle 

class families in the urban area and developed new culture of multi utility shopping malls that includes 

all the domestic products under single roof that is too at competitive prices. College youths specifically 

male and female are using these places as picnic and meeting spots as they are going to watch movies in 

these malls in air-conditioned space, while it was not possible a few years back in the other towns on 

India. Such facilities were available in the major Indian cities like New Delhi and Mumbai etc. It is direct 

impact of consumerism and global expansion of cultures on Indian society. When we asked respondent 
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as how they are taking fast food and is it really affecting purchasing patterns, most of them replied that 

they are using these kinds of foods due to time savings. 

Like fast food and cold drinks Frequency Percentage 

Yes 185 71 

No 75 29 

Total 260 100 

Table 2: Affects of Globalization on Indian eating habits 

Table 3 reveals that nowadays 40 percent respondents do shopping from shopping malls, 33% 

respondents do shopping from particular famous shop and 27 percent do shopping from the nearest shop 

as they were doing traditionally. Clearly, maximum respondents nowadays want to do shopping from 

malls due to special offers, varieties, quality and competitive prices. It is clear indication that shopping 

culture of western countries is knocking at the Indian market’s door due to better business opportunities. 

Place of Purchase Frequency Percentage 

Malls 105 40 

Famous shop 85 33 

Nearest shop 70 27 

Total 260 100 

Table 3: Affects of Globalization on purchasing habits of Indian families 

There are more than two dozen shopping malls opened in Kanpur city within last one decade and 

they have comprehensively changed the style and life style of the households and also of this city. Lot of 

young male and female can be seen in these malls, in search of some joy and relax from the fast life of 

the city. There will be no wonder if there will be big shopping malls in the smaller towns near by Kanpur 

after a few years 

COMPARISON OF FAMILY HABITS OF TWO GENERATIONS 

We have tried to study changing patterns in typical middle and lower middle class Indian families. 

It was found that the globalization has affected the traditional form of Indian families and its members in 

various ways. The respondent of almost every age group was asked the related in such a way so as to get 

an idea of respective three generations, respondent as self and his/her parents and his/her children. 
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Means of recreation Frequency Percentage 

Traditional 30 13 

modern 125 49 

both 95 38 

TOTAL 260 100 

Table 4: Means of recreation used by the family members 

Another question that was asked from the respondent about the means used by your parents for 

recreational activities, they replied that their parents were using radios and traditional ways of 

entertainment like Nautanki (traditional Indian drama), Ramlila (week long play of mythological story of 

Ramayana at public places), group singing or other group activities. These events were usually 

supervised by their parents because youth and children were not allowed to go for anything that was not 

as per the Indian traditional. But the same question was replied by the respondent in different way as they 

slowly grown up in the period when modernization was just knocking at the door of Indian market. Their 

means for recreation were changed towards the movies in theatre, television, radio, outing, trip, sports, 

family get- together etc. At present children of respondent are using totally different means of recreation 

and entertainment, like mobile phones, parties, late night parties at the restaurants, bars and shopping 

malls, picnic on the tourist places, hill stations etc. A huge rush of young and working professional can 

be seen at the model wine shops or bars and hotels in the evening or late night enjoying English wine 

with non vegetarian dishes to remove their tiredness of restless private jobs in multinational companies in 

the city. Survey, finally reveals that the family members are enjoying more freedom and options for their 

entertainment in the urban area through mega malls, mobile phones, cable television and social 

networking web sites.  Expansion of capitalistic system indeed is key player behind all these fundamental 

changes, commodities are being produced at very high rate as compared to the natural need. 

CONCLUSIONS 

 The Indian family system has undergone a creeping transitional phase after the Indian independence 

in 1947, but the ruins of feudal system also transformed into capitalistic society at a very slow pace. 

Frequent slump in world economy and search and expansion of new markets has indeed speed up that 

transformation. The traditional family system and culture of Indian society has experienced significant 

and rapid changes after the expansion of Globalization.  It is being experienced that such trend will 

further continue and even at higher speed and the remains of feudalism in Indian society will disappear. 

Then the women and youth will really feel emancipated up to some extent from the traditional 
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boundaries. It further solidified the fact the capitalism expands with the expansion of new markets, and 

has to do nothing with the betterment of humanity rather then it is meant for the surplus value based 

commodity production and maximum extraction of sources. Yet Indian society has to go further to take 

part in the global frontiers of socio-economic strata, than only India will be in real position of 

competition with the capitalistic states on socio economic fronts. 
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