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ABSTRACT 

 This study was designed to investigate the social and economic causes of crime among those 

females who were under lock in the District and central jail Faisalabad. The present study explores that 

poverty, unemployment in spouse, spousal conflicts, interference of law; illiteracy, honor killing, broken 

homes, old enmity and financial problems which are the major causes of committing the crime among 

females. This study was conducted in the District and central jail Faisalabad, Pakistan during the period 

2009-10. The whole population of the female prisoners in District and central jail Faisalabad was one 

hundred and fifty that had been taken as a sample. Simple percentage was applied to measure the central 

tendency of the respondents’ responses about the causes and the types of the crime.  Moreover, Chi- 

square test was used to examine the association between certain explanatory and dependent variables. 

Chi- square test proved that lower level of education and lower income group respondents were generally 

involved in the various types of crimes.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 Order and disorder behavior is a common social phenomenon in all over the world. Disorder 

behavior reflects the deviance which leads the individuals particularly female toward the “world of 

crime.” There are different types of the crimes which are being committed by the females in all over the 

world. In present era, women are committing these crimes frequently i.e. street crime, shoplifting, theft, 

robberies, prostitution, Murder etc. Women’s’ peddler enter into the houses and streets through a 

relationship with a sadistic man and those whose partners are involved in selling drugs (Daly, 1993). A 

dramatic change takes place and the ratio of criminal women is increasing day by day which is a 

challenging issue for an Islamic Society. Feminists believe that the women offenders should be treated 

differently from men and now the government has planned to build female reformatory centers 

separately.  
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 In under-developed societies some socio-economic factors are the major causes of the crime 

particular for female i.e. money, land, sexual assault, illiteracy, honor killing, broken homes, deficit in 

moral values, old enmity, drug and Wata satta marriage. These factors are the main causes of women 

crimes in the Pakistani society because women are not in position to fulfill even the basic needs of life. 

They have no money for food, dress and for the better socialization of their children. As is the general 

prevailing trend in any society, especially women criminals are depicted as frantic, irrational and 

incapable of being fully responsible for their actions and crimes due to their biology and sex (Allen, 

1987). Therefore, socio-economic aspects of lawlessness and the practice of bringing law into disrepute 

go all through society. The robberies, kidnappings and riots are the extreme sides of it (Haider, 1998). 

Traditionally, crime experts have developed their theories for heinous crime on data which were 

collected from police records or courts. In earlier 20th centuries, criminologists generally related their 

criminal theories with regional levels of crimes which took place due to climate, tremendous scarcity, 

demographic composition, urbanization, social disorganization, and a wide range of other attributes of 

societies (Beirne, 1993). In the context of this theory, these norms and values prevail in Pakistan. People 

of lower income groups in Pakistani society, specially in the country side, girls are married in their 

earlier age and most of these marriages are arranged. The previous studies have discovered that usually 

the marriages are not well matched and most of the girls get repugnant husbands who are usually old in 

age or the husbands are too young to bear the responsibility of married life. They have to face a lot of 

social problems. Most of these girls keep bearing the hardships caused by incompatible husbands, but 

can hardly ever muster courage to go against them or against the wishes and dictates of their parents. But 

sooner or later the time comes when they frequently face a lot of frustration in their marital life. They 

receive inhuman treatment from their overstrike and dominating husbands and traditionally antagonistic 

in-laws. The result is tension, conflict, disputes and brawls, which brings further unhappiness to the 

frustrated girl. She, in such a situation, can no more live with her husband or in-laws. Neither can she go 

back to her own parents as it is a social value that married girls must stay with their husbands even if 

they are likely to be butchered by them. Now some wives keep on enduring hardships and lead a life of 

unhappiness. Others may decide to kill their husbands or in-laws. Still others may dare to run away with 

lovers. A few may even plan to kill their husbands with connivance and support of their lovers (Tariq, 

1987). 

 With the advent of modern technology, cultural and political changes have polluted the social 

environment that directly and indirectly affects the individuals’ behavior. The basic legal distinction 

between the crimes brought out by male and female is separating felonies from misconducts. In general, 

lawbreaking is a serious offense punishable to imprisonment in a state.  However, the gravity of this 

problem reflects that there are 1,500 women in different jails and 421 among of them are convicted 

prisoners in 75 jails of Pakistan. These convicted women are 270 in Punjab, 98 in NWFP, 31 in Sindh 

and 22 in Balochistan (Kamran, 2004). Although female prisoners usually represent a relatively small 

proportion of the total convict population, female population is usually increasing at faster rate than the 

male population. In urban areas, there is an increase in the number of prisoners who have been convicted 
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of drug trafficking, possession of drugs, drug abuse and drug-related offences e.g. theft, burglary and 

robbery. According to conservative criminological “Labeling” theories, for example, crime trends in 

developed countries over the past fifty years have failed to conform to this positive model of crime 

prevention through economic development. Almost everywhere, crime rates start rising as soon as the 

economy starts to rise. All the developed countries experiencing “economic miracle” in the 1960s after 

recovering from recession saw their crime rates surging, with crime rates increased fivefold or even more 

in some countries (Dijk, 2000).  

 Status of woman in a society reflects the symbols of civilization. Every cultured society accepting 

the importance of equality of sexes has therefore, made confirmatory provisions against gender 

discrimination. These forms of crimes in various societies have been continuously changing with the 

change in socio-economic conditions of societies but still the major role of family as an institution is to 

provide love and care to its members. Crime committed by female within the family is concealed that 

becomes later one of the most hidden crimes. In most of the cultures, the authority in family is 

patriarchal; the male always uses the power for his domination. Female has to play a role of a submissive 

and subordinate. In Pakistani society, indulging of women in crime is rooted in the social relations of 

patriarchy, which is based on a system of male domination and female subordination. The patriarchy 

authority thus establishes and maintains these authoritarian hierarchies. In fact, the lack of reliable data 

on crimes of violence against women is in itself reflective of the low priority accorded to the issue by 

society (Deuba, 2005). Moreover, Pakistani women suffer from high rates of rape, sexual assault and 

domestic violence including spousal murder and being burnt, disfigured with acid and threatened and 

ritual honor killings that factors have been made the female more aggressive. Moreover, they consider 

the female as property of males in their families irrespective of their class and religious groups (Fikree et 

al, 2003). These elements put female into inferiority complex which force them to commit crime.   

 The murder of husbands by their wives and in-laws is associated with unfair relationship with 

wives’ daughter and other close female kin. However, the murder of women by their husbands and in-

laws is associated with both the rise of dowry demands and with the more general harassment and severe 

beating of women. It  is  possible  that,  as  in  India,  women  are  murdered  if  their dowry  is  too  

small. However, various reports suggest an increase in fatal mugging, acid-throwing and other attacks by 

outsiders (Khondker, 1990). The present study is exploring the causes of crimes among female who were 

behind the bar (injustice, gender discrimination, not following the Islamic values and patriarchal society) 

in District and Central Jail Faisalabad.  

THE SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THIS STUDY ARE: 

 To investigate the socio-economic characteristics of the criminal women   

 To identify the key factors for promoting the crimes among women 
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METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

The methodological techniques and ways of analyzing the observations play a significant role in 

social research. Social scientists now use the sophisticated methodological tools and techniques in social 

research. Therefore, methodology is a frame for researcher. “The methodology is a system of clear rules 

and procedures upon which research is based and against which the claims for knowledge are evaluated 

(Nachmias and Nachmias, 1992)”. The validity, reliability and precision of analytical analysis depend 

upon scientific methodology.  The present study had been conducted in the District and central jail 

Faisalabad during the period 2009-10. There are two main jails in this city, the researcher selected the 

both the jails for this purpose because Faisalabad is the third biggest city of Pakistan. Interview Schedule 

was used to gather the information from the respondents. However, the data were collected from the 

female prisoners who were behind the bar in the District and central jail Faisalabad at that time.  

 A sample of the women who were committed the crimes and were behind the bar in District and 

central jail Faisalabad was, too small to represent the crime situation in Pakistan, a diverse country both 

socially and geographically. Therefore, sample should not be considered the representative of the 

national situation, but only suggestive of certain patterns and trends of crime among the women. The 

importance of this issue, however, demands a much larger sample size with broader representation from 

rural and urban areas. Due to social, cultural and religious restrictions, most of the criminals were hard to 

be identified and they have kept themselves out of screen that was main hindrance in the way of 

investigation. Qualitative and quantitative forms of data were collected from the respondents. Systematic 

sampling technique was used to draw the sample. One hundred and fifty respondents were taken as a 

sample. Interview was conducted from the female respondents that were the total population in the 

district jail and central jail Faisalabad. Friendly software SPSS was used in order to draw the tables.  

(i) The test-statistic to use is  
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 (v) Determine the critical region which depends on α and the number of degrees of freedom. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS: 

Analysis and interpretation of data are the most important steps for conducting scientific social 

research. Without these steps, generalization and prediction can not be achieved which is the basic 

requirement in the field of social research. Two main indicators i.e. education and income were used to 

measure the socio-economic status of the respondents in the present study. Empirical analysis of the 

social and economic causes of crime was presented by implying Chi-square test. 

Table No. 1; Frequency distribution of the respondents according to their marital status 

Sr. No. Marital status Frequency Percentage 

1 un-married 6 4.0 

2 Married 108 72.0 

3 Divorce 9 6.0 

4 Widow 27 18.0 

  Total 150 100.0 

 The data in the table no. 1 depict that the majority of the respondents i.e. 72% were married while 

6% and 18 fell to divorce and widow categories, respectively. Furthermore, 4% of the respondents were 

un-married. Present study reflected that majority of the respondents were ever married who had 

committed the crime. 

 Table No. 2; Frequency distribution of the respondents regarding their family size (only included 

children). 

Sr. No. Number of children Frequency Percentage 

1 Issueless (0) 52 36.11 

1 1-2 55 38.20 

2 3-4 37 25.69 

 Total 144 100.0 

 Table no. 2 reflects that the 36.11% respondents reported that they were issueless at the eve of 
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committing crime respectively. While, 38.20% and 25.69 inmates reported that they had 1-2 and 3-4 

children at time of committing crime, respectively. The female prisoner further reported that their 

children were in custody of their in-laws. Researcher asked the respondents; either you are missing your 

children. They reported that they were not only missing their children but also worried about their 

education and personality development.  However, they further reported that Personality of their children 

was deteriorating and becoming juvenile in the absence of their mother.   

Table No. 3; Frequency distribution of the respondents regarding their Education 

Sr. No Education Frequency Percentage 

1 Illiterate 120 80.0 

2 up to elementary 24 16.0 

3 Matric and above 6 4.0 

 Total 150 100.0 

 Table no. 3 shows that the majority of the respondents i.e. 80% were illiterate. The remaining had 

acquired low levels of education.  However, 16% and 4 % of the respondents had obtained the education 

at the elementary, matric and above level, respectively. So, it was concluded in the present study that 

crime rate was higher in the illiterate community. 

Table No. 4; Frequency distribution of the respondents regarding their monthly household income 

Sr. No Monthly income Frequency Percentage 

I less than 4000 84 56.0 

2 4000-6000 18 12.0 

3 6001+ above 48 32.0 

 Total 150 100.0 

 

 Table no. 4 depicts that 56 percent of the respondents reported that their household income was 

less than 4000 rupees per month. This group was consisted of primarily of the unemployed, housewives 

and students. More than thirty percent of the respondents (the largest percentage after those who are not 

formally employed) were earning up to Rs. 6,000 and above per month and 12 percent were earning 

more than Rs. 4100-6000 per month. It was concluded that crime rate was higher in the low income 

group. Tables 5 and 6 show the hypotheses result.  
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 Higher the education level of the respondents, the lower will be the probability of crime 

committed by female   

Table No. 5; Association between education of the respondents and their types of crime 

Education of the 
respondents 

Crime type 
Total 

Others Murder 

Illiterate 
54 66 120 

45.0% 55.0% 100.0% 

Up to elementary 
16 8 24 

66.67% 33.33% 100.0% 

Matric and above 
3 3 6 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Total 
73 77 150 

48.67.0% 51,33.0% 100.0% 

 Chi-square = 5.875  Significance = .053 

 The chi-square value (5.875) shows at the level of Significance 5% that educated respondents did 

not commit the crime except a single respondent. Thus, the calculated value of chi-square was greater 

than tabulated value. Therefore, the hypothesis “the higher the education level of the respondents, the 

lower probability of crime committed rate among the female” was accepted. These findings coincide 

with Lochner and Moretti (2004) who observed the same evidences that white collar crime rates were 

increasing in average educated individuals. They found that schooling `socialize' the students and make 

them useful citizens and to treat others better; education may also decrease the psychic returns to crime 

causing individuals to give up lucrative criminal opportunities. Another study was conducted by Grogger 

(1998) who proposed that education indirectly reduced the crime through increased wage rates of the 

educated labours. Thus, policy to promote schooling and increased productivity will benefit the society 

which may be helpful in reducing the crimes. 

“Higher the income of the respondents, the lower will be probability of crime committed in 

the society” 

“Lower the income level of the respondents, higher will be the chance of crime committed 

in the society” 
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Table No.6; Association between monthly income of the respondents and type crime they committed: 

Monthly income of the 
respondents 

Crime type 
Total 

Others Murder 

Less than 4000 
36 48 84 

42.9% 57.1% 100.0% 

4001- 6000 
12 6 18 

66.67% 33.33% 100.0% 

6001 + above 
12 36 48 

25.0% 75.0% 100.0% 

Total 
60 90 150 

40.0% 60.0% 100.0% 

Chi-square = 1.795  Significance = 0.408** 

 The chi-square value (1.795) shows non significant association (P = 0.408) between monthly 

income of the respondents and type of crime they committed.  So the hypothesis “the higher the income 

of the respondents, the lower probability of crimes committed rate in the society” was rejected, while 

“Lower the income level of the respondents, higher the chance of crime committed in the society” was 

accepted. These findings coincide with Keanan (2008) who observed that the poor lived in populous 

areas surrounded by slums that offer little or nothing for their needs. Consequently they were committing 

the crime, like minor theft, pickpocketing, stealing things and snatching mobiles. If caught they faced 

horror consequences within their justices system e.g. in Saudi Arabia, a common method to punish a 

thief is with hand amputation. Over 56% of jail population is made up of inmates that they earned less 

than 1 dollar per day. Usually these people living below the poverty line commit crimes such as robbery, 

pocketing and theft.  

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS: 

 The evidences presented in the present study show that crimes among the females have been 

increased in the present era. The main reasons for the crimes committed by female were economic 

hardships, honour killing and domestic and community pressures.  Lack of expert opinions and 

resources, cultural stereotypes, institutional constraints, and the women’s unwillingness to disclose 

violence are the major barriers in controlling violence. Thus, in order to reduce the gender-based 

violence, there is a need to empower women, raise cost to abusers, provide for the need of victim, and 

ensure the provision of effective legal cover and creating awareness in the community. It is the liability 
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of the government agencies, NGOs, civil society and social workers to ensure that crime prevention 

through social education and implementation of laws which are more effective tools in the society. The 

findings of present research suggest that women should be educated about their social and moral rights 

that perpetuate and justify their abuse. Moral education should be promoted among young generation. 

Moreover, parents should encourage their daughters and sons in order to create friendly social 

environment in family as well as in society. Government and NGOs should start hectic campaign against 

criminal behavior of women and domestic violence to create more awareness among folkl women and 

build up public opinion on this issue. In this context, a lot of research endeavor should be made to bring 

this hidden crime into public eye. 
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